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which they had been reared, and the mother
had even passed through that Socinian
stage of devotion to the thought of Divine
benevolence which was the frequent result
of reaction from Calvinism. The son through-
out his career, in which he passed through
several stages of religious conviction, never
hesitated in his belief in free grace for
all. He was consistently Laudian in this.
But he abandoned the rest of the Laudian
heritage. He adopted, consciously or un-
consciously, Hoadly's doctrine of the un-
importance of organization. So far as it
served his turn, he was loyal to his Church ;
when it seemed that an independent system
would better hold his converts together he
developed his own society to a point where
separation was inevitable. And in reasoning
out his scheme he came to the very conclusion
by which the Presbyterians had justified
their nonconformity. He convinced himself
of the truth of the Calvinist doctrine of the
parity of ministers, and asserted that he had
as good a right to ordain as to celebrate the
Holy Communion. It is true that he exercised
it to a very small extent, ordaining, in his old
age, a few of his followers for the ministry of
his society, and that he sincerely believed him-
self to be a loyal member of the English